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Current Law

Current law provides a forfeiture of not more than $200 for a person who operates a motor
vehicle with a regidration plate atached in a non-rigid or nor-horizontd manner or in an incongpicuous
place so as to make it difficult to see and read the plate. In addition, current law alows a forfeiture of
not more than $200 for a person who operates a motor vehicle with a regidration plate in an illegible
condition due to the accumulation of dirt or other foreign maiter.

Assembly Bill 150

Assembly Bill 150 provides a penalty for a person who operates avehicle with any tinted cover
or with any bracket or clear cover that interferes with the norma reading of any number, letter, word, or
symbol on a regidration plate, insart tag, decd, or other evidence of regidration. The bill provides a
forfature of $20 for the firgt offense and not more than $200 for the second or subsequent conviction
within one year for this new provison and for provisons in current law related to digolay of motor
vehicle regidration plates. The assessments that are generdly agpplicable to forfeitures would not apply
to afirg offense for aviolation of the registration plate requirements.

In addition, the bill provides that no motor vehicle deder or motor vehicle sdesperson may offer
for sde any motor vehicdle unless the vehicle is equipped with a regigration plate bracket for each plate
the vehicle is required to diglay. The bracket may not interfere with the norma reading of any number,
letter, word, or symbol on a regidration plate, insert tag, deca or other evidence of regidration. A
deder or sdesperson who violates this prohibition may be required to forfeit not less than $10 nor more
than $200 for each violation.
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Assembly Amendment 1

As=mbly Amendment 1 makes the following changesto the hill:

1. The provison of the bill that requires a motor vehicle deder or sdesperson to sdl motor
vehicles equipped with regigration plate brackets is amended to include “other means of
displaying each plate.”

2. The “look-back” period for determining whether an offense is a second offense is
increased from one year to five years.

3. A ddayed effective date is provided. Under the amendment, the bill will take effect on
the firgt day of the third month beginning after publication.

Assembly Amendment 2

Assembly Amendment 2 provides an exemption from the requirement in the bill that a person
not operate a vehicle with any tinted cover or any bracket or clear cover tha interferes with norma
reeding of the regidration plae. An exemption is provided for a vehicle regigered in another
jurisdiction if the vehicle is in the course of passng through Wisconsin for a period of not more than 30

days.

Legidlative History

On September 20, 2001, the Assembly Committee on Transportation recommended adoption of
Assembly Amendment 1, adoption of Assembly Amendment 2, and passage of the hill as amended, dl
on votes of Ayes, 15; Noes, 0.



